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[bookmark: _Toc228348170]Welcome and Housekeeping:
[Clare Williams (she/her)] 
Welcome everyone to this Hustings.
So, my name is Claire Williams, I'm a member of the steering group of culture access CIC and I will be chairing this Hustings.
[bookmark: _Toc228348171]Main organiser
So a quick word about the organisations that have organised this this afternoon. Culture Access is a community interest company and a DDPO, or a deaf and disabled people's organisation based in Greenwich that supports access, diversity, and inclusion with an intersectional approach, and is the main organiser of this event.
[bookmark: _Toc228348172]Other represented organisations.
Also represented here today are, firstly, Greenwich Association of Disabled People (GAD) which is a long-standing and well respected DDPO. Until recently GAD had been operating as Metro GAD, but following Metro Charity's recent closure, the GAD Management Committee are doing everything possible to ensure GAD continues into the future, continuing the vital work to support and uphold the rights of local disabled people.
Secondly, represented here today we have Greenwich DPAC, which is a DDPO setup originally to campaign about changes to the care charging policy and which still feeds into discussions about local policies and co-production opportunities.
[bookmark: _Toc228348173]Candidates:
Over the past few weeks. We've reached out through our networks to request questions for the candidates that represent the issues that matter most to disabled people, and I will be putting some of those questions to the candidates here today so.
Let me introduce the candidates that we have with us this afternoon, in the order that they accepted the invitation to participate in this Hustings. I'm delighted to welcome 4 local candidates today. We're really grateful for their time this afternoon. So, in the order that they accepted the invitation.
We have Matt Hartley.  The local Conservatives standing in Mottingham, Cold Harbour and New Eltham Ward.
We are expecting Ray Kay from the Liberal Democrats standing in Blackheath Westcombe Ward but I don't think he's joined us just yet, but I will keep an eye on that.
Stacey Smith from the Green party standing in Greenwich Park Ward.
And Mariam Lolavar from the Labour party standing in Blackheath Westcombe Ward.
We reached out to all the parties that we could - the 1st to respond was the Reform party, but they declined to participate due to lack of resources.
Other candidates had no published contact details, so we could not invite them, but a link to the full list of candidates will be posted in the chat along with Eleanor -  from Culture Access’s contact details if you would like to follow up on any points from today.
[bookmark: _Toc228348174]Access
[Clare Williams (she/her)] 
Now, before we get started. A very quick word about housekeeping. I will be putting questions to the candidates that have been sent to us, and asking candidates to respond within a specified timeframe. Out of fairness to all the candidates. I am going to be quite strict with time limits. We have 90 min here this afternoon. We have started slightly late, and I do aim to finish on time.
Out of respect for everyone's time here this afternoon. I'll invite the candidates to speak for 3 min each about their commitments going forwards, so not what incumbents may already have done, but their commitments going forwards, before putting some of the questions that we've received to them, and asking for shorter answers, and then, at the end. I'll ask the candidates to summarize their commitments, and why we should vote for them in under 2 min.
I'm very pleased to welcome our 2 British sign language interpreters, Matt Williams and Sammy Vanterpool who are joining us today, to make this meeting as inclusive as possible. Matt and Sammy, if we run into any difficulties, please do interrupt us. Please do ask for a pause while we make sure that everyone can participate.
To anyone speaking please speak slowly and clearly and explain any jargon or acronyms.
Please do not interrupt or speak over anyone, as BSL interpreters can only interpret one speaker at a time, as John said at the start. When you are not speaking. Please keep yourselves muted. The mute button can be found at the bottom left of your zoom screen, and looks like a microphone. There should be a line through it, unless you are actually speaking.
And then please do not use the chat function in zoom for accessibility reasons as those using screen readers can find that the chat is read out over the top of the conversation. So any follow-up questions can be emailed to Eleanor@CultureAccess.co.uk. 
Finally, can I remind everyone that this is an inclusive and respectful space, and even when we disagree we do so respectfully. This is a public event, and we have people moderating the meeting. Anyone being disrespectful, rude, or offensive, will be removed from the meeting immediately.
[bookmark: _Toc228348175]Key Commitments from parties: 
[Clare Williams (she/her)] 
Okay. So with that out of the way, let's move on to why we're here, and I'm going to start by inviting each of the candidates to set out their key commitments and why we should vote for them in no more than 3 min. 
So I would like to start with Matt Hartley. In no more than 3 minutes, your key commitments and why we should vote for you.
[bookmark: _Toc228348176][Matt Hartley (Conservative)] 
Thank you very much, Clare apologies, and thank you for the invitation. Very pleased to be here with everybody today. Fellow councillors on the call will know that I am not actually well known for my brevity, so I will try and stick to the three-minute time limit.
The manifesto is being shared on the chat by Eleanor, that we published in advance of this election. Our key pl edges are all about what we would do as campaigning counsellors. Now, I would say the Labour Party has run Greenwich Council since 1971. You might be wondering why our manifesto takes the approach, that it does. That's because I want to put forward a campaigning priorities in recognition, and you don't often hear election candidates say this - it is highly unlikely that the Conservatives will be running Greenwich Council after these elections the Labour Party has run the borough for more than 50 years but what we have been doing as Conservative councillors is campaigning to make sure that people's voices are heard as an opposition group. 
So our manifesto sets out the campaigning priorities we have across the borough.
· Securing more police out on our streets.
· Protecting family homes from conversion to HMOs, and 
· improving the Council's repair service.
· Campaigning for a local residence, exemption to the low-traffic neighbourhood, that the council introduced which has had a particular impact on people with disabilities, which is an issue I have raised. 
We set out our campaigning priorities also to: 
· protect our parks and green spaces across the borough 
· to clean our streets and 
· to get tough on fly tipping.
And, also to save residents money. We are on the Council to champion taxpayers and make sure that the services that people rely on are fully funded, and that means cracking down on waste and inefficiency in the back-office functions of the Council and getting our local economy moving.
And those are the priorities we publish in our manifesto. I'm very looking forward, and very much looking forward to the discussion.
[Clare Williams (she/her)] 
Thank you very much, Matt. That was extremely brief, wonderful. 
Next up Stacey Smith from the Green party.
[bookmark: _Toc228348177][Stacy Smith – Green Party] 
Hi, thank you very much for inviting me here today.  We've been out talking to local residents to get a really good idea about what their concerns are. Matt has raised some of the ones that I think are consistent across the borough.
· Making sure Low traffic neighbourhoods are not exclusive to people who need to get to their local streets. We do, as the Green party have a strong commitment to trying to reduce traffic and reduce air pollution and make the streets safer. But we really want to do this on a borough-wide level. And not move traffic around, but actually look at how we can reduce people driving. Particularly by working with local schools to see if we can encourage more children to walk to school better for their health. And you know a genuine reduction in traffic.
· We want to see cleaner streets and more work around fly tipping. We want to see if we can get rid of waste more fairly. Currently people with cars can drive their waste and drop it for free. But if you don't have a car, you have to pay to get it picked up. We'd really like to see if we could change that the other way around, and also make sure that we can recycle more using schemes, like the Emmaus Trust, who take furniture and make that available for reuse repair. There's a scheme in Wandsworth that actually encourages people to recycle things every month coming together rather than just throwing things away, and I think we'd be really to develop a program like that.
· We ensure people know how to look after local green spaces. We know our formal parks special programs, management programs to do that but more informal green space often doesn’t. I'm the treasure on Greener Greenwich Community Network. So as treasurer. I just got a grant of £20,000, where we're going to work to give information to both local interested groups, and to schools on how to maintain green spaces effectively and to encourage biodiversity.
· You know we're very keen to make decision-making as transparent as possible with the cuts, with the limitations on funds Councils have to make difficult decisions, but I think it's really important that people see how those decisions are made, and I think a lot of decisions are made in a way that it's unclear why, they've been made that way, and we want to see more accountability and more involvement of local people in that process.
· And we're very committed to expanding the advice hubs that give advice to people who are struggling financially. We think this is a useful tool certainly I set that up with the manager at Clark House Community Centre, and we see that's incredibly busy and we'd like to expand that. Thank you.
[Clare Williams (she/her)] 
Thank you, Stacey and Mariam Lolavar, for the Labour Party.

[bookmark: _Toc228348178][Mariam Lolavar – Labour Party] 
Thank you. Hello, very nice to meet you all. My name's Mariam Lolavar, and as mentioned representative for Labour Party in Blackheath Westcombe. Thank you very much for having me today.  So I think some of the key areas that we are focused on. 
· I think something that we're very proud of is our Council House Building program. We're really focused on board building affordable and eco kind of friendly homes with low energy bills And that includes within the many houses that we've been building has been dedicated adapted homes that we're building, particularly in the Kidbrooke Park Development that are fully accessible. And we need more kind of affordable homes in our borough.
· . SEND. We are investing in local SEND schools, so that young children that will need like a placement, or not having to travel really far away so that's been a record investment for us around 36.4 1 millions pounds for 2 centres, one that will be in all age through from 19 to 25, and I think they're really really important.
· And key at the moment -  Other key areas will be fly tipping. It's a big issue that affects everybody frustrating, and, you know, ruin our local community so really cracking down on that and taking more Enforcement action, and doing what we can to keep our streets clean.
· Lime bikes again will be another real issue that, I think, comes up a lot blocking pavements, real issue for disabled people for everybody as well. They're very heavy, very hard to move. A real problem that's such a difficult issue to tackle, but we're ultimately getting to that memorandum of understanding to get them in bays so we can manage it and make things a lot better for residents.
· Damp and mould are key issue and repairs we've got. We're a significant council stock owner, but we also need to invest in those homes and make sure they're good quality, and we're bringing them up to the standard that they need to.
· Also from my adult social care portfolio, really passionate about investing in more schemes like our independent living screen that we have in Royal Hill - we need more of those kind of options for people locally. We're also investing in extra care, so for somebody when they're maybe a bit older and, they might need a little bit of extra help but, not necessarily want to go into care setting. 
· We continue to invest in our mental health hub in Plumstead as well. Really great piece of work that's allowing mental health access so people can drop in, and there's more walk-in access. Things like that are really important if somebody does need help.
· There’s more investment into QE. That hospital is under a huge amount of pressure. It could be expanded, we think there's opportunity we're, you know ultimately those, are not directly in our decision but, that PFI Is hopefully coming to an end soon. There's opportunities there. 
So I think that's everything. Thank you.
[Clare Williams (she/her)] 
Thank you. Great. Can I check whether Ray Kay from the Liberal Democrats, has been able to join us yet.
[Jenny Hurst] 
Not so far, and I've sent him the proper link again. I'll keep my eye out.
[Clare Williams (she/her)] 
Okay. In that case I'm going to move on. Thank you to all our candidates for those opening statements. 
[bookmark: _Toc228348179]Questions from residents
I'm going to move on to some of the questions that have been sent in to us that represents issues that are really important to disabled people. 
So the 1st question that came up a lot was relating to benefits, and the cost of living so, in 2 min, or under - the question is:
[bookmark: _Toc228348180]What will you do to support disabled residents, left with little or no income because of benefit, changes, delays and sanctions or council policy changes.
Firstly, then Stacy Smith from the Green party.
[bookmark: _Toc228348181][Stacy Smith – Green Party]
Well, I think it's really important that people can get the right advice And I know that Greenwich Dissociation of disabled People have now lost the wonderful Janet, who was giving advice around. Pip, appeals and other issues around benefits for disabled people. And they'll need to recruit again. I am really hopeful that the Council will be supporting GAD to continue this service.
And I would really like to link it in to the advice hubs and make sure it's accessible across the borough. There are currently 5 advice hubs where people can just drop in and get advice. They don't have to wait, as they so often have to.Organisations like Greenwich CAB - and they can actually see someone and get immediate advice and get help quickly if they're struggling with debt or with benefit issues. So I'm very committed to trying to expand that kind of provision, and to make sure that the GAD advice service continues and links into those advice hubs.
[Clare Williams (she/her)] 
Thank you, Stacey Matt Hartley, for the local Conservatives.

[bookmark: _Toc228348182][Matt Hartley (Conservative)] 
Thank you, an excellent question, and something I've worked a lot on as a Councillor on the Council of the last 12 years.
Really, the first is I should say as well -many of these things aren't really matters of political contention between the parties on Greenwich Council. Some of them are, but we have tried, I think it's fair to say to move above party politics on this issue.
I've raised 3 things. The 1st is, the borough had for 5 years as a result Campaigning from the conservative group a 100% council tax support scheme which helped people on low incomes by making sure that they had 100% support on their council tax bills. That's no longer in operation, and we will campaign for that to return.
But the second issue I'd raise is around people in Council tenancies, and hardship. Amongst Council tenants, which is very difficult, given that rent rises have been very steep in recent years, along with all the other cost of living pressures. And again, this is an area where the Labour Group and the Conservative group work together and voted unanimously. It was a very strange feeling to find a unanimous vote on the Council, but we did when we doubled the hardship fund for council tenants, and that's something that we think needs to continue allied with the advice hubs which Stacey mentioned, all which were doing a really an important job.
And the 3rd thing is a bit more contentious and that I would raise, which is the low-traffic neighbourhood LTN, because, as I say this has had an impact on many people, with disabilities And of course, while the fines currently are blanket fines with some exemptions people actually are finding that they’re getting charged, and we think a local residence exemption across the board for any  Greenwich resident from fines and so that they can move freely in their vehicles through the LTN is a sensible kind of middle way between scrapping the steam entirely given that that's not going to happen with this council, and support with the cost of living. Thank you.
[Clare Williams (she/her)] 
Thank you, Matt, Super, Mariam Lolavar, from the Labour Party.

[bookmark: _Toc228348183][Mariam Lolavar- Labour Party] 
Thank you. it's great to hear that advice hubs mention. I think it's probably good to provide that context that - we've had the advice hubs, but also in our in-house welfare service in Greenwich, that we've chosen to fund for years, I think funding for that was cut a very long time ago. Few councils have been able to or have chosen to fund advice and welfare services. Something we 100% believe in, because a lot of the time people are not getting their full benefits, and they're not taking their full entitlement and it's all about maximizing what people should have, and access.  So continuing to support that, the service and the hubs that Stacy's talked about, and we have looked at how we make those more accessible. For example, our learning, disability, partnership board has quality checked some of them, and looked at how can we make it more accessible, particularly forms that people are being asked to fill in, or interactions from a learning disability perspective so I definitely think there's a little bit further. We can go.
With in regards to GAD, I would agree with the comments Stacy said. It's really the kind of news, for Metro was a surprise, I think, for us as well. And yes, I think the interim arrangements in place but obviously, if that conversation isn't happening, I'm more than happy to take that. We know how much amazing work they were doing there.
I would also add LiveWell. Our LiveWell service is also something that we fund, and it's all social prescribing based. You can access it through a phone line or kind of online. We do have those Livewell coaches that can be based out in the community as well, and that's another way of accessing support with energy vouchers, for example, lowering costs on your energy other like other support that might be available locally. That isn't necessarily directly linked to benefits so it's all about that additional support that we can supply. So, making sure people are maximizing their benefits, taking advantage of any of the discounts that we offer for individuals, such as you know, with council tax, or whatnot, maximising that. If they have any issues then accessing the hardship fund, if they're a tenant, for example, and then again that live whiles, then that additional wraparound. Thank you.

[Clare Williams (she/her)] 
Thank you, Mariam. Thank you. Now, the next question is from Yannick Nyah, who is a disabled parent of a disabled child, and is interested in inclusive and intersectional education. So the question is:
[bookmark: _Toc228348184]How will you make sure? Schools in this area are inclusive, and do not discriminate against intersectional disabled pupils and students.
So firstly, Stacey Smith from the Green party.

[bookmark: _Toc228348185][Stacy Smith - Green Party] 
I think that's quite important, but also quite challenging schools are dealing with larger classes, which makes it more difficult for schools to give that additional support. But I do think it's important that we are prioritizing children with Special educational needs, and we are putting aside that money appropriately.
I know there is a special fund for the higher-end needs, and Miriam did mention the school that's being set up for those children, a specialist school. I know most children if they can want to be in a regular school, and we want to empower them to do that. I think that's just something that we have to continue to work at. And look at how we're supporting the school to be able to do that.
I'm afraid I don't know enough about it to give a stronger, more detailed answer than that.
[Clare Williams (she/her)] 
Thank you and Mariam Lolavar from labour.

[bookmark: _Toc228348186][Mariam Lolavar- Labour Party] 
Thank you. I think with that there is probably a less direct control that we have in the sense that schools will particularly academies even further away from us. But you know so just to acknowledge that we don't have that full direct control.
However, working to build specialist schools for those that need it, I think, is a key part of it, and the other part would be, in regards to the support in school, I do think a more inclusive educational approach is the way forward. If you kind of look at the send numbers. That kind of EHCP expands.
We need a more inclusive education system that works for everybody. I think this is probably less local, but more government level. There's a new announcement, experts at hand which is all about putting professionals closer to school, and that came out time and time again from Send families or individuals. I'm kind of focusing, but you know, just wanting to speak to somebody accessing an educational psychologist or whatnot earlier, rather than being forced to go through an EHCP process so they're not block support that you, as a parent, know that your child might need. So I do think those changes are going to bring those resources directly into local areas and directly to schools so I think also that then takes off rather than send being all a SENCO one. I do hope it then starts that approach. Additionally that send training that's going to go across all teachers. How do we all think about how we make the school inclusive?
And there are schools with great practice that are doing that. But how do you make it a whole school approach, and then I like to think that that is going to bring positive change. Hopefully that answers the question, but yeah.
[Clare Williams (she/her)] 
Thank you. And Matt Hartley, local Conservatives.

[bookmark: _Toc228348187][Matt Hartley (Conservative)] 
Thank you. Yes, I certainly agree with that inclusive approach, and what I would say is, just to pick up on something, Mariam said. Greenwich Council has actually taken a very constructive route when it comes to academies in the borough.
And it's really important that the status of a school does not have any bearing on the experience of children. And I support academies, and have done from the very beginning and I've been very pleased that Greenwich Council has talked about and implemented policies around the Greenwich family of schools not just Local authority maintained schools, but our academies, as well.
And then on the specifics. This isn't my specialist subject by any stretch and what I would say is, it is clearly the case that practice does vary. And there is very good practice installments and other schools that need more support, and I think the structure that the Council has of the Greenwich family schools is an important step towards normalising that practice and raising those standards.
And the final thing I'd say is that this is really complex and I say this as somebody, as a counsellor who has tried to help people through the system and found it very frustrating, and even on a third-party basis, if I put it that way. It's really complex policy. It's really complex. Difficult decisions. And I think it's just really important that the voice of parents and actually children as well is taken into account when we design these systems and that's certainly people the Council intends to do, and has been doing, and certainly.

[Clare Williams (she/her)] 
Thank you. Our next question is, I'm just checking that Ray hasn't joined us yet. 
Our next question is from Sajida Shah, who is a culture access member, but who's had to send apologies for today. But she asks, and this speaks to something that as we've touched on earlier.

[bookmark: _Toc228348188]What will you do to increase genuinely affordable and accessible social housing in this borough? Will you ensure disabled facilities, grant funding reflects, rising costs.
Mariam Lolavar from the Labour Party.
[bookmark: _Toc228348189][Mariam Lolavar- Labour Party] 
Thank you. Yes, so, with disabled facility. So sorry house building first, then I'll do that.
We've had a really clear commitment. We're like one of the biggest house builders. I think it was definitely in the London, if not UK. Or 3rd biggest, so we're really focused on building as many affordable homes as we can.
Within that, we have been, you know, working clearly with that 10%, is it? And it should be a minimum. Obviously we should exceed it but accessible kind of homes within that the minus target, as well.
I think, within the disabled facilities, grant we've seen an injection into that which is really welcome, because it's really important, and I think that. So for me, the next bit is waiting times, probably, and I think that's been a national issue.
And also definitely. I think there has been some issues, probably in Greenwich. That's an area that I think that work has been gone into to see how can we get that turnaround speed up the responses that a people can have so they can have a decision and get that work done, because at the end of the day small adaptations or large ones in your home can make a huge difference, and can, you know, improve people's quality of life and allow people to live independently, all really important things which we want to support.
There's been a refresh of the policy and a big part of that refresh has been to make it easier. Obviously, if that's not people's experience. I'd love to hear from you and please do let me know, and I will feed that back.
And we have seen, I think, an increase in people that we're processing in the speed of which we're doing, so it's kind of green shoots of moving in the right direction, but I think we have still have got further to go. 100%. I think we need to do more as well sometimes to connect up departments. On DFG, for example, I had a case the other day, which was a disabled individual who was trying to get a drop curb fitted in their house. And then after some questions we were able to establish, they could use DFG to support that, and that wasn't something that was actively being kind of put forward by the transport team. So how do we make sure that we make that really seamless process, so it's not going to be have to be for the resident to navigate. Sorry, thanks.
[Clare Williams (she/her)] 
Thank you. Stacey Smith, Green party.
[bookmark: _Toc228348190][Stacy Smith - Green Party] 
Thank you. Yes, I think it's really important to be designing forever Homes, because as we get older more, and more people limited in their movement or face other challenges to living in a home that hasn't thought about these things and so I'm glad to hear that 10% are specifically targeted for Disabled people, but I think really we should be pushing for much higher percentages within social housing that we're developing.
I'm keen to see how the Council develops generally, so that we are getting better ratios from the new developments coming in I know there's been pushback from developers to reduce how many properties they're developing that are specifically for social housing, which then does limit how much influence that we have on the overall plan. But I think that's quite important. I also think it's really important that we're developing as much with solar pan solar panels and heat pumps and other ways to bring in cheaper alternative energy that Homes more affordable throughout people's lives, and easier to live.
So obviously, the Green Party has a very strong commitment to looking at alternative energy, cheaper, electric renewables. There's new Solar panels out now that you can actually clip onto your balcony and plug in which are going to make solar panels way more accessible for people. I think that's really exciting, and gives real opportunities to reduce costs and to make homes more flexible, but I think it's very important that we're working with residents, particularly when we're putting in any kind of changes to a development learning from them and their direct experience, what works and where we need their guidance.
[Clare Williams (she/her)] 
Thank you, Stacey. That was Spot on 2 min, and Matt Hartley, local Conservatives.
[bookmark: _Toc228348191][Matt Hartley (Conservative)] 
Thank you. So on Council house building I've been a counsellor, as you mentioned, from Nottingham Coldharbour, new Eltham Ward. And for the last 12 years, and during the period of the Councils Greenwich Builds House Building programme I've actively supported Council House Building.
Our ward, we've got several small blocks a bigger one coming on stream. The focus has now shifted to larger developments because of economics and that actually gives some opportunity to give greater scale on accessibility which is helpful.
And obviously accessibility is very important, and we've got accessible homes in my ward. What I would say is, there is a balance to strike always between increasing the supply of affordable housing and council housing in particular and also making sure that the existing Council stock gets the repairs that it needs, and I'll give you an example on Middle Park Avenue, in my ward, which I represent a stretch of, there isn't. We're very welcome. New Greenwich builds development supported along with my colleagues.
And right next door, there are some blocks that really do need attention, and are in disrepair, and I think, from the experience of somebody living in those blocks, having spoken to many of the residents there, you know, seeing a shiny brand new Greenwich builds Housing Development, while welcome does of this age, or a contrast between the conditions of existing council housing stock. Now. And I don't think the Council has quite got the timing and scheduling of repairs right so where we are building, I think we need to make sure that we're balancing that with.
And you know, if re-elected, I will continue to support Greenwich buildss developments wherever I can. It's difficult with the planning system. There are sometimes developments that local residents oppose, and sometimes often that's absolutely right. As I say, I've supported Greenwich Build's developments in my ward even in cases where there's been quite significant resistance from residents, locally, because I do think it's important to balance all factors in the planning system, including the supply of affordable housing.
[Clare Williams (she/her)] 
Thank you, Matt.
Thank you very much, and I can see Jenny's popped a note in the chat that Ray has sent apologies from the Liberal Democrats. He has tried many times to join and will submit written responses, and we will circulate those to everyone who's registered for this meeting.
So moving on to our next question, which is from Jenny Hurst, who is a care user representing Greenwich DPAC. And Jenny would like to know.

[bookmark: _Toc228348192]Cuts to social care are undermining dignity, independence, choice, and control. How will you protect and improve local care and support, and the lives of people who depend on it.
Mariam Lolavar from the Labour Party.

[bookmark: _Toc228348193][Mariam Lolavar- Labour Party] 
Thank you. And an important question. I think we've invested a significant amount of money in our social care at the last budget. I think it was around 20 1 millions pounds top-up that we put in to make sure that it is where it needs to be.
I would say some of this is national in the sense that I do think that the Government's commitment to a national care service is where we need to be, and we need to have those conversations about funding this. Fully and properly. But within that climate that we're in,  knowing that there is that commitment from the Labour Party to create a national care Service I think that we're doing everything that we can, and I hope that we're getting it right - but obviously I will take from the audience here if we're not -that we're doing everything that we can to get that back balance between managing our budget, I think around 70% of of the council budget will be adult, and children of social care, and they're really important.
And one of the things that's really frustrating is that when I'm out on the door those are not conversations I have. I'll have a conversation about bins often, or roads, but actually I'd love more people to be talking about is social care because it, as said in the question it can transform someone's life, and everyone has should be supported to live the best life that they want to live in Greenwich, and that's what we want. We want people to have the care and support that they need. To have to take a direct payment, to be able to kind of manage that themselves, and be supported to do so. We want there to be a good market of personal assistance, and I think there's some work - I know that's a problem, and I think there's some hope and ambition to do work in that space because we need more people to have a bigger market. We also want a more values-based social care market. I've already written to the Minister about the private equity market, that is moving into adult social care, and it is wrong. And I think they have agreed to have a meeting with us on the basis. Sorry, but it's terrible, and they? Yeah, we want a more values-driven social care, market.
[Clare Williams (she/her)] 
Thank you, Miriam. Matt Hartley. Local Conservatives.

[bookmark: _Toc228348194][Matt Hartley (Conservative)] 
Thank you very much, and the perspective I come at this from is the holistic perspective from the Council's entire budget and, as I mentioned at the outset these are vital services that we absolutely need to protect. In very difficult financial circumstances. Very difficult financial circumstances under the last Government. Continuingly, difficult circumstances under this government there is no money falling from the sky.
For Greenwich Council might be able to say, you know, it is important to say there is a 101 1 millions pounds in the Council's finances by 2029. That's only 3 years away. And a lot of work is going on, I would say, overdue work to transform the Council's services and reduce the amount of money being spent on other back office functions and other parts of the Council's business.
Now I talk about a lot of this a lot as the leader of the Conservative Opposition on the Council it's very important to me that we reduce that waste and inefficiency and the reason it's so important is because you need to do that to protect the services that people rely on the most. And it's painful. It's difficult. And there's difficult decisions within the adult social care budget as well as a contribution to that.
Facing a 101 1 millions pounds budget, gap, we have to do it, and we have to do that as long as we are listening to people and one of the things that the Council has done previously was through the scrutiny committee system at very extensive sessions where we listen to service users, and made recommendations to the administration about the policies that they should implement. Clearly the outcome of those decisions are not always easy.
And it's 1 of the most difficult things we have to do, actually, as councillors and now, from my perspective as an opposition councillor, I feel that responsibility of scrutinising the Council's budget And making sure that we reduce waste and inefficiency as far as possible. I'll take that very seriously because of the impact on vulnerable people.

[Clare Williams (she/her)] 
Thank you very much. Matt Hartley.  Stacey Smith Green party.

[bookmark: _Toc228348195][Stacy Smith - Green Party] 
Thank you. Yes, I think you know this is an issue that's only going to increase. People are having more complex needs. And you know the budget pressures are intense and adult. Social services is the biggest spend after education. It's over 100 1 million pounds a year in Greenwich.
I think we need to be as creative as possible, work with the voluntary sector. More. Look at how we can empower people who are able to to manage their own care budgets to give them the support to do that. When I worked in Wandsworth Council there was a scheme where a group of people who had carers employed them collectively. There were 8 of them working together, they were able to sort of share the management of that models like that could be, you know, very empowering for people where that's workable. I think we need to look at lower support services and see how they are working around care.
My work at Her Centre was mainly with women experiencing domestic violence and abuse, but we started working with more and more older people who were abused by adult children and often that meant working closely with adult social care and bringing in other services.
 So I think we have to be much more holistic, and encourage the Council to be looking at working across different departments, and working more widely with external providers to come up with more creative solutions, working with the people who are receiving the care, giving them as much decision-making power as they are ready to take on, so that.
You know we can come up with things that. Keep people from needing much higher, more complex levels of care for as long as possible.

[Clare Williams (she/her)] 
Thank you, Stacey. Our next question is from Christiane Link, who's from Culture Access, who asks.
[bookmark: _Toc228348196]How will you ensure that local transport and street planning, reflect the needs and views of disabled people.
Matt Hartley, Local Conservatives.

[bookmark: _Toc228348197][Matt Hartley (Conservative)] 
Thank you I think I’ll start with the issue with street furniture which I always think is a very strange way of describing these objects that get in peoples ways and not just people with disabilities but parents as well and I find it quite extraordinary that we’re in 2026 and you can’t walk down Eltham High Street. We can’t walk down most shopping parades in the borough without I would say more street furniture than this necessary in many cases and I think the councils transport department is trying to design out some of these barriers it’s taking too long. I think we should accelerate that work. There’s clearly a balance there needs to be signage -lots of important health and safety reasons but it’s a perfect example of where it’s not enough to have an inequalities impact assessment we’ve got to act on the equalities impact assessment we we’ve made sure we’re designing policies with everybody circumstances involved, so that’s one thing I would say.
Second is around the council sale of council owned car parks which I campaign very strongly, one of them on old Dover Road in particular where not only traders are worried that their trade is going to fall. I’ve spoken with people with disabilities you rely on council car parks to access the shops and local services. I think it’s a shortsighted decision to sell those can’t council car parks and I really regret their loss. 
I think that as well as going forward we need another example of where we need to listen to everybody in the community when we’re when the transport department when they regeneration department was designing schemes is it getting there? We are designing those things out of time but I’m frustrated it takes so long.
[Clare Williams (she/her)] 
Thank you. Stacey Smith Green party.
[bookmark: _Toc228348198][Stacy Smith - Green Party]
I’m really keen to make sure that we can have buses that are accessible and that people are getting where they need to go. 
I recently met with Pauline O’Hare. He used to run GAVS and GAD Greenwich Association of the voluntary sector as well as GAD and now she’s a full-time carer and she was talking about how something those other transport modes are unreliable and we really need to think about how we can improve getting disabled people out to breakdown isolation to get them out to enjoy the life they want to enjoy.
So I think that we need to review how specialist transport works and how we ensure the buses regular buses are as accessible as possible and not being cut back as we’ve seen recently a number of their roots being reduced I think the super loop has replaced bus that was more local which is great if you’re going all the rate Canary Wharf but not necessarily great if you just want to go to the local shops.
So I’d really like to look at that I know this intention between all the bike lanes and the buses and you know making sure buses can flow regularly. I think you know that a lot of the bike lanes came under the Mayor of London you know we are again we need to think about that tension and ensure that buses are accessible getting people where they want to go without sitting in traffic for half an hour.
[Clare Williams (she/her)] 
Thank you, Stacey. Who may have just disappeared. Mariam Lolavar, from the Labour Party.

[bookmark: _Toc228348199][Mariam Lolavar- Labour Party] 
I think so there’s so much here some of it will be partnership work with TFL. Some will obviously be with the council we are making sure we’re kind of mapping and I do think we have a list of all our disabled parking areas across the borough but having that so it was really clear so we know where those areas are if we need to do more and expand and also make it really easy so people can find it and navigate it. 
We’ve also mapped with help from residence a toilet map as well which list all of the accessible toilets changing places toilets across the whole area because again also about travelling but also when you’re out you probably need to stop and use a loo .
Protecting the freedom pass that something we’re 100% committed to as you might know council‘s top up the kind of money that goes into supporting the freedom pass and that’s a significant amount of money that the council puts in were 100% supportive with that I know there have been questions at surfaced us as a meeting in London Council‘s a while ago but labour is 100% supportive of the freedom pass it really empowers everyone but lots of people are able to get out and travel.
 About that furniture thing I mentioned lime bikes already on the street furniture thing we are updating - I think TFL have an updated streetscape guide - we updated areas places that that’s been kind of slow slowly like and you know rolling rolled making these changes so that any issues what I would say if an issue does come up please raise it you know if somebody obviously I’m not saying it’s all on but if there’s is something specific way you have come across I need think it’s really difficult to navigate. Please raise it with your counsellors. I think it’s a really important thing to do because you know if you’re if you experience it then let us kind of try and act on it the pedestrianisation of Greenwich town Centre I think is going to be really important as well and the kerb removal that I think will be really key to allow allowing people to move around and then also we’re making sure we’ve got -I think a part of it’s probably outside the directorate - but floating bus stops I know it is a real concern for blind residence and others, and I think it has been paused. That’s my understanding on the rollout.

[Clare Williams (she/her)] 
Thank you, Mariam. Thank you very much. And I see that that Stacey is back with us. Excellent. Great
 I am now going to for the next question. I invite Sue Elsegood from the Greenwich Association of Disabled People – GAD - one of the other deaf and disabled people's organisations represented here today to ask our next question.
[Susan Elsegood] 
Yeah, I'm here. Hiya. I thank the candidates and I would like to ask  
[bookmark: _Toc228348200]How, and in what way, would they be committed to supporting defend disabled people’s organisations in the borough - including GAD and Culture Access - in terms of supporting us with funding and in the case of GAD we will need a new venue or help to fund a venue so that we can continue to serve local disabled people.
[Clare Williams (she/her)] 
Thank you. Sue. Stacey Smith Green Party.

[bookmark: _Toc228348201][Stacy Smith - Green Party] 
I think it's really important that GAD has a home and it would be really worthwhile looking at how local community centres might be a realistic location.
In terms of funding, the Council does have support - they give for funding and GAVS - Greenwich Association of Voluntary Sector - which I understand now, is under Bexley CVS should be able to give help with funding. I do feel there is a kind of mishmash of funding help that could be really improved in the council. So there are several people who send out information about funding, and who have some role around funding but I think this could be focused and improved. 
So there was somebody who was a really skilled fundraiser who was available to help the voluntary Sector and the Council take more advantage of funding that is out there. I find it frustrating myself, because I see Funding Central send in information, and some of the funding is available to local authorities to apply for, and I think well, why isn’t Greenwich Council applying for that? That's something they clearly need. So I would be very keen to see that facility available to local community groups disabled people's groups but also working throughout the Council to maximize the external funding we bring in, so we can make the best of our services with the limited funding that we have.
[Clare Williams (she/her)] 
Thank you. Matt Hartley, local Conservatives.

[bookmark: _Toc228348202][Matt Hartley (Conservative)] 
Thank you for the question. Very topical and it's an important question and I think so on along similar lines to Stacey's response, there definitely is a capacity building issue here. I think the Council needs to help organisations like GAD and other disability groups to access other sources of funding where council funding can't be made available. And obviously we would all like that to be the case.
And that capacity building is really important. I say this as somebody who in my professional life, in my day job I work for a debt, advice charity, and part of my role is being responsible for raising money to fund our services so I'm very familiar with charity fundraising, and that's for a large national advice, charity.
For local groups at this scale it is incredibly difficult and the Council has a really important role of giving access to the skills and the time to help people to apply for funding. And it's important the Council does that because of what I mentioned earlier about the other candidates. 
I've mentioned it too about the importance of making sure that the voice of service users listen to, and those intermediary groups are how the Council does that, and I've seen that firsthand through the scrutiny system. It wouldn't have been possible to do the exercise I mentioned earlier around changes to social care, pricing rather that wouldn't it be possible without the role of those groups so.
I'd like to see more funding, obviously we all would. It's easy to say, harder to do, and I think capacity building. I think Stacey's right. It's definitely the right way.
[Clare Williams (she/her)] 
Thank you. Mariam Lolavar Labour Party.

[bookmark: _Toc228348203][Mariam Lolavar- Labour Party] 
Okay, I've got loads of things I want to say. There's we're doing some work at the moment to reconsider the VCS, our VCS commissioning offer, and a lot of what you’re talking about now is being looked at. Capacity building is 100% being built into that.
And we are also looking at that initial pilot grassroots funding if you want to test a project, see how it goes, and then want to make it clearer. How you progress? How do you, then take on bigger funding to maybe do something more complex where  you've proven that you, this concept works, and I can do more.
And then and then there's commissioning, and I think that we need to make that clearer, because isn't very clear and I think that is a task that we've put to officers is, can you try and put that VCS kind of funding landscape out. 
The other thing, I think, is key is to look at need because what's really important for me is that we have a lot of need in this borough. We also have, and a lot of you on here will be aware of it, but we also have a lot of that data of where we know there are health inequalities, or there are inequalities in communities that we want to access, and we want to.
So I think it is also about looking about us providing areas like where we're looking at, maybe young carers or disabled people, and we're saying what could be the VCS response be here and making it more kind of focused on that. What we see are the needs that we have in our borough.
If GADs not already connected with BCVS, then we can obviously make that connection, and I think they would be really helpful to support you and guide you, and I think, also the hope is they've got this contract for a set period.  In 2027 the whole thing gets recommissioned again, and there'll be a new provider, but we see them trying a more key role in providing that support, so that you know they can support in that an organisation into kind of the capacity as well, so it isn't only the council if that makes sense.
The other thing that I would kind of point out as  well with, is about voice of, I think, having for me. One of the things I think is really interesting about preparing for this Hustings. Could I just say there is 1 more thing sorry. The other thing about the Hustings is everything is all over in every directorate. It's very hard to bring everything, all into one place, but your experience will be with all these different directorates and council services, so I think something that would be really interesting to look at is a Disability Commission or a report that brings it together, and then looks at building a board around that. But I'll stop there.
[Clare Williams (she/her)] 
Thank you, Mariam, and just a quick reminder to candidates to try and minimise the number of acronyms being used, or explain them. Thank you very much.

Our next question is from Eleanor Lisney, and it actually speaks to the question that we've just been discussing. She asks:
[bookmark: _Toc228348204]Will you commit to real co-production with deaf and disabled people's organisations across all council departments? And how will you resource it?
Mariam Lolavar- Labour Party.

[bookmark: _Toc228348205][Mariam Lolavar- Labour Party] 
Great question. We're doing it. We can do more, and 100% need to do more. But, for example, we are hiring people who've lived experience in our health and adult Social Care Department. They are in, you know, paid employees shaping, and with that lived experience inside. And it's been really amazing.
We've done some great co-production work that I think people on this call probably have been involved in. Probably a bit before I came into the portfolio. Really great piece of co-production on direct payments.
And was, you know, a great fantastic piece of work that has changed the way that we are going to be working. One thing I think we have to be clear is that not everything can be co-produced. There's that ladder of, you know, engagement all the way up to co-production, but we should be using it wherever we can possible. But what I don't want to say is that everything will be co-produced, because that's really specific, and it's very detailed work but what we should be doing is having deep dive Co-production with groups are really important, thorny issues that we need to work out, and we're not getting it right. 
We also need to have spaces for the voice of disabled people. We have that in the form of some of our boards. I think they could be better. I think they need to link better. I think they need to connect better and I definitely think something around this Commission is about, then how do? Because I only work as a cabinet member in one directorate, how do I bring all the other directorates in line?  How do I make sure I make that change in transport? How do I make that change in housing? And that is where I think, having a bigger kind of board, with all the different representatives from all the like the whole, you know, across all that you know, different disabilities, and very different experiences.
And how could you do? I think a piece of work around that commission could then look at an action plan of change that we need to see in different directorates, because for me I think I've seen change happen in the one that I work with.
But I think, obviously I'm looking forward to hearing any experience otherwise, and I'm welcome. Put to it. But yeah, how do we ensure that? So, for example, transport,  speaking to disabled people, and making sure their voices are heard in regards to design. Etcetera.

[Clare Williams (she/her)] 
Thank you. Miriam Matt Hartley, local Conservatives.

[bookmark: _Toc228348206][Matt Hartley (Conservative)] 
Thank you, and in the spirit of all objectivity I say this as an opposition, Councillor I do see co-production in social care and I think it is getting better. What I don't see is engagement on some of the bigger policies that affect people with disabilities and blt and low traffic neighbourhood was a prime example of that. 
Some of the strongest concerns about the introduction of the  low traffic neighbourhood was around from people with disabilities, both in the area, but also on boundary roads, particularly on Charlton, which is really suffering from increased traffic making it absolutely harder to get around. 8 and 10 people in the consultation opposed the low traffic neighbourhood -it happened, anyway, despite many challenges from me and my colleagues.
So I think Co-production is happening on the really niche-specifics, really important elements of design of services. I think the Council is coproducing where possible, and Mariam is right. It's not always possible.
But I don't see co-production in the macro sense of policies that affect not just people with disabilities, but all people who have kinds of circumstances in the Borough.

[Clare Williams (she/her)] 
Thank you. Stacey Smith Green Party.

[bookmark: _Toc228348207][Stacy Smith - Green Party] 
Well, I'd like to build on both those answers, because they both threw up some very interesting things. I think you do need a strategic Disabled people's Board, and I think it needs to have representation across all the key departments and from the community, and from disabled people themselves.
Certainly, I've worked with models like that. When I was at Her Centre we had a user steering group. From that we ended up with several members on our Board who were former users of our service, because they kind of built their knowledge of the organisation and their confidence, and we're able to then move up to that. So I think there's ways to enable people, and many disabled people, who have already the breadth of skills and the background to come onto a strategic board and quite impactful. I also put together a board around the needs of young women and domestic violence, working with the voluntary sector, and key departments in the Council and the Council are notorious for working in silos and not working across the departments.
And I think we need that kind of macro level strategic group to bring them together. The work we did around domestic violence would bring a number of departments together, and while not all of them were effective, there were a number of them really by working together, we could just do so much more with the limited funding we've got. 
So I would 100% support that kind of macro planning to identify, you know, the big needs and how we work together to address them.
[Clare Williams (she/her)] 
Thank you very much. What I think may be our final question, but we'll see how it goes. 
Our next question, is one that did come through quite strongly, relates to hate crime - the Met Police statistics show 27 recorded disability hate crimes in the borough over the last 12 months, that is likely to be under recorded, with only one positive outcome. The question to the candidates, 
[bookmark: _Toc228348208]What will you do to tackle disability, hate, crime, and harassment in this borough?
Matt Hartley, Conservatives.
[bookmark: _Toc228348209][Matt Hartley (Conservative)] 
Thank you for the question. I think it's really important that we tackle all the hate crime, and that includes hate crime across all the protecting characteristics.
The Council has a community safety Scrutiny panel, where we hear from the beliefs, and we scrutinise the police on their response to incidences of hate crime. And that's something that you know actually really important.
And the Council is responsible for a set of services that includes tackling crime and understandable behaviour that includes hate crime. It's a part of the Equalities charter that the Council has, which is successfully bringing together lots of different stakeholders to tackle abuse. But it's also important that we recognise that ultimately the police are the key stakeholder here, and not just the council, so holding the police to account through the scrutiny system is very important.
And I think there's it's also really important that we tackle that under reporting issue, and I certainly support measures to do that it's something that. I will be honest. I haven't given a specific thought to in how we might. Across the policy around that. But I'll probably take that away from this meeting.
I think about. If I'm re-elected, that it's not getting ahead with myself, if I'm re-elected I'll be happy to look into what we might be able to workup. I think that's another ideal candidate where party politics shouldn't come into it, and actually in Greenwich, you know, never does.
[Clare Williams (she/her)] 
Thank you. Stacey Smith Green Party.

[bookmark: _Toc228348210][Stacy Smith - Green Party] 
The Council funded work around hate crime and we were linked into it at Her Centre because of the sexual abuse, you know, and the street harassment that women often face. I think there's a real issue about how you get that underreporting addressed and I don't think enough was done to be proactive around that.
And it could well be because the funding was very limited or the organisations leading on it just didn't have the resources or the knowledge, but I think we've really got to link into the communities and look at that.
In Her Centre we wanted to make sure women from all backgrounds were reporting, you know, we had plenty of cases coming through over 1,000 a year. High-risk domestic violence, but we would see underreporting in certain groups, so we would target working with them. 
We set up our community champions to make those links and bring women in from communities like the Nepalese community, where there was very low reporting, the Somali community, where we saw an increase in reporting after we made those links, so I think it's quite important to be reaching out to encourage people to build those bridges in the 1st place, so they then feel able to report. The police are the last place they go so I think you know we need the community. The voluntary sector to be funded to do proactive work around hate crime.

[Clare Williams (she/her)] 
Thank you, Mariam Lolavar of the Labour Party.

[bookmark: _Toc228348211][Mariam Lolavar- Labour Party] 
Thank you. So I actually do remember I had a chat with, I think John a while back, and maybe others, and we there was a concern about disability hate crime having gone, up, or feeling it was going up and around that time I went and asked. And it was very clearly, and I remember that was kind of early on being a bit like, so that sense of if you know how people are feeling, was translating very much into to like an uptick off the back of that. We also then did,  we made our hate crime, awareness campaign for that a week on disability equal, and it's only one thing, but I do think that awareness raising to report is really important. 
I do think the points made already about that relational piece. People will, yeah, want to, if you kind of are going out and meeting people, reassuring them and explaining what a hate crime is, and yes, you should report, and why they should. And reassurance, maybe about the reporting. It can help. It does take a bit of time to get people to increase reporting. 
The other thing we have done as well is the hate crime coordinator was originally in GRIP, but with GRIP folding we have brought that person in-house, so it's now within, because that was again really key. That is an extremely important role and again he can always kind of come out and meet groups and talk you through the work that he does explain the importance of reporting and explain his role, if that's helpful to connect him with the local VCS.
But yeah, I think the key thing is that awareness raising, providing reassurance to report, and then and then we also, there is that kind of that police role that is part of that.
But I do think there is an issue with there is underreporting sadly,  but we're gonna have to keep doing more, because we have seen that increase, and I think that was really sad to see that.
[Clare Williams (she/her)] 
Thank you. If the candidates will forgive me, I think we have time for one very quick, final question before I ask for wrapping up statements.
And that question which was mentioned by a few members actually, was: 
[bookmark: _Toc228348212]What will you do to increase the number of changing places, toilets, so that all disabled people can take part in community life.
Answers as brief as possible, if you will. Mariam Lolavar. Labour Party.
[bookmark: _Toc228348213][Mariam Lolavar- Labour Party]
We are yeah, wherever we can, we are putting changing places, toilets in, I think, the new Woolwich waves leisure centre, so whenever we're building something new like the leisure centre, we will put those in.
And the act of doing the map was also about us sense checking like what is our coverage like and again, if there are any areas or places that people feel are not accessible because there isn't a changing places toilet, then please let us know. I feel that a lot, we've made sure that a lot of our key public buildings and our key the leisure centres, etcetera. We have accessibility in built. There's more to be done they need to be, they need to be not only in more places we need to make sure we're maintaining them, we're cleaning them, they're of a high standard.
Um, so yes, and I would recommend the toilet map to everybody.
[Clare Williams (she/her)] 
Thank you. Matt Hartley, local Conservatives.

[bookmark: _Toc228348214][Matt Hartley (Conservative)] 
Yes, the publication of the Toilet Map was really good, and there was a proposal a few years ago. The very significant round of budget reductions and savings to remove the 3 remaining capital loans or council commissioned, public conveniences sort of standalone - funnily enough, one of them is in Mariam's ward, and one of them is in my ward. That's a big coincidence for this call.
And I think I'm right in saying that actually it turned out that the cost saving wasn't realisable. Mariam might be correcting me - Yeah, it wasn't realizable, because sometimes these contracts are very difficult. 
The mitigation I actually you know, didn't oppose that change, because the mitigation was he idea of a scheme local shops, in my case in New Eltham would be encouraged to make sure that their facilities are both accessible for everybody, but also open, and that you don't have to buy something to use them and I think that's really important.
And because the change to the public convenience contract didn't go ahead, maybe there's a little less momentum on that. The toilet map is part of it, but that's certainly something I want to look into. If I'm re-elected with a councillor and certainly will support the rollout, changing places toilets as lively as possible.
It's a good example of where you know what the Council can't do everything, actually, and there's lots of organisations in the private sector that we should tap into - local businesses, large businesses too that could be doing more.
The Equality Charter and stakeholder certification work that the Council does, it's a good way of finding those organisations.
[Clare Williams (she/her)] 
Thank you. Thank you very much. Matt. Stacy Smith, Green Party.

[bookmark: _Toc228348215][Stacy Smith - Green Party] 
Yes, I think it's great that you've got this toilets map. That's I would love to have a look at that I think you could also look at working with Greenwich Park so people out in the park have access to this and other, you know, and Greenwich Park also being a Royal Park has money, that is, you know, outside the Council, and I think there's other community buildings that could be accessing funding capital funding to make those kind of changes.
You know. That's 1 of the great things about the community centres that, you know, because they're charities in their own right, they can access funding to bring in converted toilets better facilities without having to necessarily go through the Council every time, so I would really be keen to understand more what the range is, and where the gaps are and to support beyond just the Council, working with the local community to access funding to bring those toilets.
[Clare Williams (she/her)] 
Thank you. That brings us to the end of our questions. I'm now going to invite all of the candidates to. Sum up in 2 min or less. 
[bookmark: _Toc228348216]Why local, deaf, and disabled people should vote for you - 2 min summary, final pitch.
Why should we be voting for you Stacey Smith? Green party?
[bookmark: _Toc228348217][Stacy Smith - Green Party] 
Thank you very much, and thank you so much for inviting me today. It's been a pleasure to be here. I've lived in Greenwich 30 years, and I worked as the CEO of Her Centre for 17 years, so I have a lot of local knowledge.
And through my work I also have worked with a lot of local residents, including a lot of disabled people so I'm aware of services. I'm aware of some of the disability services that come into the borough more widely like stay safe and I have worked with GAD! I have worked with a number of different local partners and when I started at Her Centre our budget was just under £ 200,000. When I left it was over £700,000, so I know a lot about accessing, funding.
I managed commissioning in Wandsworth council in my previous job for supported housing with an 11 1 millions pounds budget and 125 contracts. So I know again about getting value for money out of contracts and providers giving services to people. 
I think it's so important to be accountable to local people in my job at Wandsworth. We make sure our monitoring was done. Local people who had the support needs of that type of service that we were monitoring so we could.
Real feedback from people who experiences, services directly. So I hope I could use that. That knowledge and information that I've gathered over the years to really make a positive influence to bring together working with the wider community, and across different departments within the Council to be a lot more effective in how we target services to meet local needs.
[Clare Williams (she/her)] 
Thank you, Stacey. Again, Spot. On 2 min almost to the second Matt Hartley local Conservatives.

[bookmark: _Toc228348218][Matt Hartley (Conservative)] 
Thank you, and just to echo the thanks for the invitation, I will take away those 2 points in particular around hate crime reporting and exploring how we can increase change in places towards we represent, so thank you for those 2 specific options that I will take away when I elected and in terms of, and nobody should vote for local Conservative councillors. I've been leader of the Opposition for 12 years. When I started I was the youngest counsellor on the council, I'm now one of the ones with and in all that time we have worked really hard to provide opposition. Opposition's really important and really passionate about it. Anthony Okareke and I saw, joined the call, and has left so thankfully. He missed the part where I said it was highly likely that the Labour Party will still be in control of Greenwich Council after these elections. So please keep my secret from him but look! 
At last time the Labour Party won 52 out of 55 students on the Council and that's not healthy. It's not healthy for decision making. It's not healthy for making sure that people who have a different view, whether or not that is also my view, as a Conservative Councillor locally. Those people, whatever their circumstances, whatever their needs, it's really important that they have an opposition voice fighting their corner where needed, and making sure that policy is designed in the right way.
And the Greens have joined the Council in the last year or so in Cheetahl, and we've worked with the Green Opposition Council Group on a couple of occasions, and I'm pleased about that, but what I would say, Stacey will forgive me, is the Conservatives locally have been in opposition that long lots of us have been here a very long time. We know our way around the Council. We know how officers tick. We have a lot of experience on holding the administration to account. So that's why we're putting ourselves forward with such enthusiasm in this election. We've got a great set of candidates, I certainly encourage you all to consider us so that we can make sure that there is a strong opposition voice and on the Council, and we can make sure that decisions are made with the maximum possible effect, because to go back to the sort of cross-party point I mentioned earlier nowhere is that more important than in some of the issues that we have discussed today, and you know the final thing, I guess I'd say is my approach, and I hope Mariam will back me up on this is always to try and work across party lines. She and I have some big rows. We both enjoy it. Don't worry, but actually there's a lot of work that goes on including behind the scenes when the cameras aren't on to get things done for people. Um, and I will continue.

[Clare Williams (she/her)] 
Thank you, Matt. Thank you very much. Miriam Lolavar of our Labour Party.

[bookmark: _Toc228348219][Mariam Lolavar- Labour Party]
Thank you very much. And thanks very much for having me today. So why should deaf and disabled residents vote for labour at the local election? I really believe that labour is the best party when it comes to giving that representation to disabled and deaf people.
I believe that we have a really good track record of what we're doing, we can always do better and I'm more than willing to be held to account on that. But I think we're doing some really great work in Greenwich and there's further that we need to go.
Also, I wanted to highlight, if it's okay, that we've got a disabled candidate running in Mottingham, Cold Harbour and New Eltham. It's Curtis, so he is out you know, knocking doors is not easy, being in a wheelchair trying to access properties that are not accessible. I've been door-knocking with wheelchair candidates before, and it's hard like it's already hard being a candidate -he's working twice as hard, so I would, sorry, Matt, but I would say I'd you know, go out and vote for Curtis. We also Anthony, as our leader, has sickle cell, so he also has a disability like. We need more I know we need more representation, and that's really important, which is why I'm kind of highlighting somebody like Curtis.
For me. I guess it's that commitment to work with you. So it's very much, I’m by no means the expert, that's you in the room, and your lived experience and my commitment, as will be my fellow counsellors. It's about how do we work with you, and not speak for you? And what mechanisms can we put in place to make sure, like the board or like running this Disability Report Commission? What can we do to elevate and gather the voices? Get organised, get plans that we can hold ourselves account to.
And then also, I think, where needed sharing that on a national level as well, because I think that is one of the other things that I feel has come out in conversations that I've had is wanting to feed upwards, as well to making sure that Greenwich voices are being heard in those national conversations, and I would be 100% committed to doing all of that, and ultimately to use whatever power I have, if elected, to support and raise those voices.
Thank you.
[bookmark: _Toc228348220]Close 
[Clare Williams (she/her)] 
Brilliant, and that brings us to the end of this Hustings. 
I would like to extend a huge thank you to the candidates here today. And their teams. To our BSL interpreters, Matt and Sammy. And to everyone who has sent us questions. Thank you to everyone for joining us today. 
It just remains for me to remind you that the election is on the 7th of May. Postal votes must arrive before 10 pm on the 7th they can be handed in at the polling station if you miss the post.
But whoever you vote for, please vote! Thank you again to all our candidates. It's been a real pleasure chairing this actually! Thank you and goodbye!

